FEATURES ~Myanmar, drawing attention from all the world~

Myanmar, as the last frontier of Asia, is drawing much attention from all the world.
Myanmar is not only playing an important role as a low-cost manufacturing point for
the growing market of Southeast Asia but also has potential in becoming foothold
develop a wider market covering its neighbors, China and India. The trade between
Myanmar and Japan and the one within ASEAN are expected to grow due to the
expansion of Japanese companies’ businesses in Myanmar and the scheduled
unification of ASEAN.

On the other hand, the country overwhelmingly suffers from the lack of social
infrastructures such as transportation network and public utilities. The rapid
improvement is strongly needed to realize the economic growth and to help 62M
people’s lives. It’s extremely important for our country to contribute to Myanmar’s
development in order to achieve the stability of Asia and take advantage of the growth
of Myanmar and its neighboring area.

During the economic sanctions days in the past, Myanmar had a strong tie with
China. So Chinese companies’ business has an advantage to us in the field of
infrastructures including port and harbor. Our country is required to make efforts
which are more effective than those by the competitor countries and beneficial to
ourselves.

Taking the above-mentioned into full consideration, the feature of this month shows
you various efforts by both public and private sectors like Thilawa development to find
out the right way of promoting their economic growth which will be eventually benefi-
cial to our country’s interests. We’d like to review our international cooperation in the
port and harbor segment, not only by international yen loan but by our unique and
diversified assistance tools(the export of software infrastructure like technical
standard, project assistance by the combination between public sector and private one,
human resource development by JICA and some other experts).
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